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“The  purpose of the Friends of the Boyne River is to 

improve and conserve the  

environmental health and recreational quality of the  

Boyne River and its watershed.” 

Fall 2017 Boyne River Bulletin  

 
Citizen Scientists Needed for Boyne River Eco-hydrology Modeling 

 
Four nationally famous university scientists secured a National Science Foundation Grant that uses the Boyne River and 
some of our existing water level gauges to advance eco-hydrology modeling. This two-year research project is designed 
to connect citizen data input and automatic gauges to develop a real-time model that forecasts stream discharge,    
temperature and aquatic species habitat. 
 
Currently, citizens may text water levels from five different data collection gauges. 
The scientists installed two of three additional automatically controlled sites in July 
that log temperature and flow data every 15 minutes and transmits it via cell phone 
every hour to a database. They will also add digital temperature monitors to the   
water level gauges so citizens can text both water level and temperature. 
 

Both citizen and automatic gauge data connect to a high speed super computer at the University  
at Buffalo for analysis and prediction modeling. Furthermore, the Boyne River citizen database is 
always viewable to anyone interested at www.crowdhydrology.com. 
 
As this study progresses, the collected data will potentially forecast river temperatures, water   
levels, and the distribution of certain aquatic species. Pending success of the research, the system 
model can be beneficial to areas prone to flooding such as the Mississippi River or areas that see 
drought like California. 
 

Citizens are encouraged to visit input sites at Boyne City’s Old City Park (N. East St. bridge), the Boyne River Nature Area 
(first boardwalk), Dam Road downstream of the crossing, Springbrook Road under the bridge, and Boyne Mountain 
Road downstream of the US 131 entrance river crossing.  
 
Visit frequently and text often because the more citizen data input, the better the river model, and thus more realistic 
ecosystem management! 
 

  Project Scientists: L-R  
  Chris Lowry, Ph.D., Dept. of Geology, University at Buffalo 
  Darren Ficklin, Assist. Professor, Dept. Geography, Indiana University 
  Damon Hall, Ph.D., Center for Sustainability, Saint Louis University 
  Also, Jason Knouft, Ph.D., Director, Center for Sustainability, Saint                
 Louis University  
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Citizen input gauge 

http://www.crowdhydrology.com


 2 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Suzie Dickow 

Lauren Dey & Caroline Keson  

        Eli Baker  

 Volunteer Elise Oswald 

Saturday, Sept 23, 9am-noon, Boyne River stream monitoring 
 
Please join us for biological monitoring—collecting aquatic insects and other macroinverte-
brates that are used to asses stream ecosystem health. FoBR does this twice a year through 
our partnership with Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council. They reported that 160 volunteers 
helped monitor 44 sites on 24 rivers and creeks last year. To volunteer, call FoBR member 
Adam Kennedy (231-330-2923) or Matt Claugherty, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council (231-
347-1181) matt@watershedcouncil.org.  Date is weather dependent . 

Join us for these guest speakers at the Boyne District Library community room. 
Refreshments provided. Bring a friend. No reservation needed. 

Wednesday, Oct 11, 7pm   

Lauren Dey, Water Quality Technician, and Caroline Keson, Water Quality Specialist, 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, Natural Resources Dept., will give an 
overview of the Tribe’s Water Quality Program. They’ve monitored Lake Charlevoix 
since 2001 and the Boyne River since 2004, collecting macroinvertebrates, nutrient 
and chemical samples, and doing habitat and substrate assessments. Come hear  
about the results.  

Wednesday, Nov 8, 7pm 

Eli Baker, Education and Outreach Specialist, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, coordinates the 
Watershed Academy, a program that engages high school biology students and provides an oppor-
tunity for them to become experts in their watershed. Twelve area high schools are involved in the 
program, including Boyne City and Boyne Falls. Eli will tell us about this effort to inspire the next 
generation of river environmentalists. 

Saturday, December 9  Tentative date of the FoBR Christmas Party.  Watch for details. 

There are no membership meetings in January and February because weather makes attendance challenging for 
both speakers and members.  

If you have suggestions for 2018 speakers and events, please pass them along. Your board will outline the year’s  
programs in January.  

Saturday, Sept 16, 11am-2pm, FoBR Membership Fall Outing  

Whether your goal is to fish with bobbers, spinners or flies, knowing how to cast the line is the 
first step to catching the big ones. Learn to cast with free lessons. Suzie Dickow, FoBR member 
and angler extraordinaire, is hosting our fall membership outing at her home. She and fishing 
friends will give personal instruction – on land and with targets. Enjoy hotdogs and a camp fire. 
Her property fronts the Boyne River so wear appropriate footwear if you choose to walk down 
the hill to explore the water. Rain or shine. 848 State St., Boyne City (next to rental storage 
units). 
                       Children are especially welcome. They are our future river keepers.  
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                                                           July 4 Toss Water, Not Balloons Campaign  

We are happy to report that the July 4 “Toss Water, Not Balloons” campaign was successful .  

Water balloons thrown during the annual river raft race were down significantly and with contin-
ued encouragement, they should decrease at future events. It is always difficult to implement 
change, especially to a fun tradition like the raft race water balloon fight. But with education 
about the negative environmental impacts, and a replacement option of water guns, we are     
optimistic for the future.  

        Thank You to the volunteers and organizations that supported the campaign! 
    
                      Friends of the Boyne River ~ Lake Charlevoix Association ~ Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council    
                                                Charlevoix Conservation District ~ 4th of July Festival Committee   
                                                        Boyne Area Chamber of Commerce ~ City of Boyne City  

                                                                    “The Septic Question” Project Report  
 
Most on-site septic systems Michigan are never inspected again, once installed. Michigan 
is the only state without uniform standards for how they are sited, designed, built, in-
stalled and maintained. Health officials believe reported system failures represent only a 
fraction of the total number of failures statewide, and many go undetected or remain 
unreported for years, creating a potential threat to public health and water resources.    

In response to local officials asking for help in designing septic policies, the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council   
completed septic system surveys. They prepared reports that present a menu of policy options that are positive, 
not punitive or burdensome for citizens, businesses, and local governments.  

To see reports for Antrim, Charlevoix or Cheboygan Counties, visit watershedcouncil.org.  

Scholarship Awards  

The FoBR’s 2017 Marie Zoberski Scholarship recipients were announced at the August 9 annual membership 
meeting. Both students received $1,000.  

Grace Ellwanger began her first year at Central Michigan University where her goal is to become an environmental 
and wildlife researcher in coastal regions—Michigan, the U.S. or anywhere in the world. While in high school, she 
participated in the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council’s Watershed Academy.  

Ann Durbin is pursuing an Environmental Biology/Zoology degree and 
minoring in Museum Studies at Michigan State University. With addi-
tional journalism courses, she may double major in environmental   
reporting. These multiple studies will allow her to write and educate 
about science, the environment and conservation.   

                                   Congratulations, Grace and Ann! 
   Grace Ellwanger          Ann Durbin 
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                                                     2017 River Sweep  

It was a beautiful day for another fun Boyne River sweep, part of the national river 
sweep program. We picked up about 150 pounds of trash and tires.  

Volunteers also cleaned up the Bear, Sturgeon, Pigeon and Maple rivers this year.  

Participants shown are Al Sturza (L) and Adam Kennedy in the front row.  
Back L-R: Sheri Rhoads, Gow Litzenburger, Marti Walker, Jim Walker, Jerry Swift 

FoBR Annual Meeting  

Nearly 50 FoBR members gathered on August 9 for the annual membership 
meeting, board elections and a potluck supper. Bob Greene gave the annual   
financial report, Adam Kennedy recognized several members for their contribu-
tions to the FoBR and thanked those that helped with the success of the Toss 
Water, Not Balloons effort, and Ed Strzelinski highlighted the National Science 
Foundation grant project focused on the Boyne River (see p.1).    

Incumbents Suzie Dickow, Sheri Rhoads and 
Michael Ryan were reelected to the board. Members Gow Litzenburger and Matt 
Claugherty were welcomed to their first terms.  

Marie Sheets awarded the Founders Award to Gary Osterbeck for his outstand-
ing photography of the entire Boyne River ecosystem, a process that took over 
three years. His four-part slide show, set to music, is featured on our website 
boyneriver.org and on YouTube. 

Special thank you to Boyne River Adventures for donating a kayak trip won by 
Mark Contrucci and Chitra Singh.  

 

 

July Children’s Environment & Art Classes  

Suzie Dickow and Candy 
Greene, FoBR board 

members, taught 2-hour 
workshops for children 

at the Boyne River     
Nature Area pavilion.  

 
Children learned about 

plants, recycling and 
composting, and then       

did art projects. 

    M. Claugherty, G. Litzenburger 

        G. Osterbeck, M. Sheets  

   Compost dishes  

          Stone art  

     To reserve the  
     Boyne River Nature Area pavilion  

      for meetings and gatherings,  
     call Boyne City Hall (231)-582-6597                                                            

Spend some time at 
the rain garden, 
stroll the .25 mile 
upper trail, or walk  
to the river where 
three boardwalks 
end at a bench overlooking the Boyne River.   
 
Use east entrance to the business park on M-75 at Moll Dr.  
At the stop sign, turn east on LexaMar Dr. to the nature area.  
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New to the bulletin are notes from Brian “Koz” Kosminski, owner of truenorthtrout.com, Boyne City  

Koz’s Corner  8/26/17 

Salmon run has begun! Anglers in rivers along the Lake Michigan shoreline report 
that this year’s run is larger than previous runs. This is due to a couple of factors. 
The DNR reduced Chinook stocking numbers since 2012, and that allowed for a 
rebound in alewife populations, giving this year’s stock something to forage. The 
same age fish is closer to 20 lbs. rather than 10 lbs. and is much healthier, although 
fewer.  

Be considerate when angling on the Boyne River of other anglers, giving them space and leaving nothing but memo-
ries and taking only photos. Special regulations on the Boyne from the dam to the mouth allow for only one single-
pointed, unweighted hook no larger than 3/8" from point to shank. Be safe, have fun and get out on the river!!!   
  
Tight lines, Brian Kozminski 

 

    Koz and a Boyne River salmon 

Boyne River Kayaking Journal:  08/19/17 9:30a-11:45a 

River Sweep Clean Up Day  

Gow Litzenburger, Al Sturza and I paddled the river from Dam Road to Lake 
Charlevoix collecting trash. Right away they were in and out of kayaks, going 
after litter in the water and along river banks. I paddled a 16’ canoe to carry 
trash. We spent a couple hours on the river and ended up with a boat full of 
stuff—empty bottles/cans, flip flops, three full beers, two car tires, a 7 ft. plastic 
slide, a barbecue grill part and other garbage. Gow saw a HUGE turtle just      
before the mill pond. Kingfishers! Cedar wax wings darted everywhere. Knowing 
the high water was making for low head clearance at the Lake St. tubes, we left 
the big items at Gow’s place on the river, then paddled out to Lake Charlevoix. I 
leaned forward as low as possible in the canoe and slipped through the left tube. 
Beautiful day.  

Keep on paddling, Adam Kennedy  

 

FoBR Board of Directors  

   Adam Kennedy, President  231-330-2923    Marie Sheets, Vice President  231-675-3344 

   Nancy Cunningham, Secretary  231-582-9373  Bob Greene, Treasurer  231-582-2324  

 

     Mark Contrucci, Director  Matt Claugherty, Director   Suzie Dickow, Director   

     Mike Durbin, Director            Candy Greene, Director    Gow Litzenburger, Director  

     Sheri Rhoads, Director   Michael Ryan, Director          

We are your volunteer Board of Directors. Do you have questions? Ideas? Want to volunteer? Please call.   

The FoBR Board meets 4th Wednesdays, 6pm, Boyne District Library, except holidays. 

      Packing up river trash  



Friends of the Boyne River  

PO Box 186 

Boyne City MI  49712  

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

 

                Boyne River Trivia  

 

“boyneriver.org” 
Learn about FoBR projects, activities, events, newsletters, 
links, information about the Boyne River and river wildlife, 
and more at the Friends of the Boyne River website. 

 Like us on Face Book!  

A frequent Boyne River visitor, the Great Blue Heron 

The Boyne River is named  for the River Boyne  in 
Leinster, Ireland. Together with the north and south 
branches, the Boyne River system has approximate-
ly 22 miles of mainstream and the water basin drains 
40,320 acres.  
 
The Boyne River is Lake Charlevoix's second largest 
tributary, after the Jordan River.  

River Boyne, Ireland  

The Boyne River Bulletin is produced twice a year. Sheri  Rhoads, 

Editor. Email comments and suggestions to boyneriver.org. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leinster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan_River_(Michigan)

