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“The  purpose of the Friends of the Boyne River is to 

improve and conserve the  

environmental health and recreational quality of the  

Boyne River and its watershed.” 

Fall 2015  Boyne River Bulletin  

2015 Founders Award Winner 

 

The FoBR Board of Directors is pleased announce 

that Carl Wehner received the 2015 Founders Award 

at the annual membership meeting August 12.  

 

Carl has been active with the FoBR for years, serving 

on the board of directors and most recently as FoBR 

president for two terms. He collaborated on many 

projects, was involved in diverse team work, and fa-

cilitated FoBR sustainability planning.  

 

                   Congratulations, Carl!  

 

Marie Sheets, FoBR Board of Directors, awards “the Paddle Award” 

to Carl Wehner, long time FoBR member 

————————————————————————— 

2015 Marie Zoberski Scholarship Awards  

 

The FoBR awarded two deserving students with 

college scholarships at the August 12 annual 

membership meeting.  

 

Margaret Durbin studies chemical engineering  

with a concentration in bioenergy at MSU’s   

Lyman Briggs Honor College.  

 

Katerina Crowley majors in conservation biology at MSU and worked as a Stream Techni-

cian for Trout Unlimited this past summer. She mapped rivers to measure substrate compo-

sition, percentages of aquatic vegetation, woody debris and flow. 

                  Both women received $1,000 towards their education. Congratulations! 

 

   Margaret Durbin  
      Kat Crowley  
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 Upcoming Events & Volunteer Opportunities 

 Wed., Sept 9:   Guest Speaker Jon Mauchmar, LTTB 

Environmental Specialist Jon Mauchmar, Natural Resources Dept., Little Traverse Bay Bands 

of Odawa Indians, will talk about climate change adaption. The Tribe has a growing concern 

about local impacts we already see and issues that our natural resources will face in the    

future, particularly the impact to rivers and fisheries.  

Jon is a graduate of Northern Michigan University, and if his name sounds familiar, it’s be-

cause he was the recipient of our FoBR college scholarship twice, in 2005 and 2006. Please 

join us at 7 pm, Wed., Sept. 9 at the Boyne District Library community room. No reservation 

needed. Bring a friend.  

 

Sat., Sept 19:    Stream Monitoring 

FoBR volunteers monitor the water quality of the Boyne River two 

times a year, once each during May and September, to take river 

measurements and collect water insects for analysis. Please join us 

on Saturday morning, Sept. 19, for a fun three-hour experience! Call 

Adam Kennedy (231-330-2923) for details and to sign up on one of 

two monitoring teams. This date is weather contingent. 

 

 Sat., October 10:    Fall Outing  

Our fall general membership meeting is a nature walk and picnic at the Boyne River Nature 

Area. The reconstructed trail down the ravine will be done this month (p. 7) and the new  

quarter-mile upland trail (p. 4) has new benches. Bring a light picnic dish to share and your 

beverage. Hotdogs provided. Walk at 10 am, lunch at noon in the pavilion. The BRNA is in the 

east end of the business park in the back, off M-75 S. Look for the sign and parking area.  

 

 Wed. Nov 11:    Guest Speaker Dan Myers, Tip of Mitt Watershed Council  

 Learn about aquatic invasive species through an interactive presentation with Dan Myers, 

Water Resource Specialist, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council. This is a follow up to his previ-

ous visit. Join us on Wed., Nov. 11, 7 pm, Boyne District Library community room. Bring a 

friend! No reservation needed.  

Fri., Dec 11:  FoBR Christmas Party 

Our annual potluck Christmas party is Friday, December 11, 6 pm.  Join the fun! 

Eat and visit with our friendly membership. When the location is confirmed, it will 

be on our website and sent in an email.  

 

 Monthly:  FoBR Board Directors meets 4th Wednesdays, 6 pm, at the Boyne District Library 

     except for November (3rd Wed.) and December (no meeting).   

Tom Terry captures water insects 

The Boyne River Bulletin is produced three times a year, each winter, spring and fall .  

Sheri Rhoads, Editor  

Email comments and suggestions to boyneriverinc@gmail.com  
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Oil Spill in the Great Lakes?  

 

 

 

Two aging pipelines owned by Enbridge Energy run across the Straits of Mackinac on  

Lake Michigan bottomlands, transporting 23 million gallons of oil daily.  

 

A University of Michigan study called it “the worst possible place”  

in the Great Lakes for an oil spill.  

 

Dr. Ed Timm, a retired Senior Scientist and consultant to Dow Chemical’s Environmental Operations 

Business, prepared an engineering opinion for the lawyers at FLOW (For the Love of Water at 

www.flowforwater.org) on corrosion and structural issues with the Line 5 pipeline. The line starts in  

Superior WI, runs across the U.P., passes under the Mackinac Straits through two pipelines, then runs 

through lower Michigan to a destination refinery in Sarnia, Ontario. The pipeline crosses at least 45 

waterways and 23 counties.  

On August 4, at a presentation co-sponsored by the FoBR, Dr. Timm explained that while the pipeline 

was built using state of the art technology in 1953, 62 years of corrosion, stress from the buffeting ef-

fects of strong currents in the Straits, loss of protective covering, and structural impacts from zebra 

and quagga mussels on the pipeline exterior, have taken their toil.  

His professional opinion is “Line 5 should be de-rated to it’s original design capacity of 300,000 

barrels per day to reduce the stress on this very old pipeline and it’s cargo should be restricted 

to NGL’s until a full analysis of it’s safety can be made using modern methods and all the infor-

mation that exists.” 

Readers are encouraged to view a 20-minute video produced by Motherboard  

about Pipeline 5, posted on www.boyneriver.org.   

 

Representatives of the University of Michigan, National Wildlife Federation,  

Enbridge Energy and others are interviewed about the pipeline.  
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      Classes at the Boyne River Nature Area  

 
The Little Traverse Conservancy and the FoBR hosted a   
series of free nature discovery classes for kids at the Boyne 
Area Nature Area. Creatures in Disguise, Feathered Fami-
lies, and Bug Detective were  three of five 1.5-hour sessions 
held each Wed. in July.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FoBR volunteers Candy Greene and Suzie Dickow 
helped LTC’s Melissa Hansen, Education Coordinator, 
and Mary Trout, LTC volunteer, lead the sessions.  

 
 

 
 

 
New Upland Trail at Boyne River Nature Area  

 
Our 2015 spring outing was a work bee to create an upland nature 
walk at the Boyne River Nature Area, to the east of the pavilion. A 
dozen FoBR volunteers, armed with weedwackers, saws, clippers, 
rakes, work gloves and lots of energy, finished the project in under two 
hours. Three benches have since been installed for visitors who prefer 
a quarter-mile walk without hiking down the ravine to the river walks. 

       
       
       
       
       
        

 
 

Darryl Parish  
Marie Sheets and Liz Durbin  

 

Van White  

Three new benches  

Discovering bird nests 

             Melissa Hansen instructs 
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New Monofilament Receptacle   

 

Stroll the Streets All Summer  

FoBR board members set up a booth at Boyne City’s Friday 

evening Stroll the Streets event. For 12 weeks, volunteers took 

turns staffing the FoBR table, greeting friends and visitors, lis-

tening to live music, and promoting our non-profit organization, 

our activities and the environmental importance of protecting 

fresh water resources.  

We are pleased at the visibility given to FoBR and the new 

memberships that resulted.   

 

 

Students Learn Water Quality Monitoring  

The Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council’s Watershed Academy involves high 

school students in watershed activities, including stream monitoring.  

This spring, the Boyne City Team developed a informational brochure 

about the Boyne River that we are pleased to post on our website, 

www.boyneriver.org.  We hope to also post their project video.   

 

A. Kennedy & M. Ryan   

Steve Sawyer sets up our table  

The FoBR recently installed a 

used monofilament (fishing line) 

receptacle for the convenience 

of Boyne River fisherman on the 

east side of Dam Road. There is 

also one on the west side of the 

road.  

   A thank you goes out to 

Boyne Mountain for allowing   

us to install and maintain       

the receptacle.  
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Adam’s Boyne River Kayaking Journal:   

August 12, 2015 (2:00-3:40 pm) 

Upon turning off M-75 onto Dam Road, we found it closed to 

through traffic for road resurfacing. Not to be deterred, Mi-

chael Ryan and I portaged our kayaks from the top of the hill 

to the river. Long way! The river water was very low. We 

weren’t on the river five minutes before coming across a gal 

sitting on top of a flipped open kayak. Her folks were in kay-

aks, helping to right her boat. We didn’t see them again 

down river, but found out later they were part of an 11-

person group.  

         

More journal entries at www.boyneriver.org 

 

River Flow Data  

In 2014, at five different river level gauge stations, FoBR 

began collecting river flow data (i.e. cubic feet of water per 

second flowing out toward Lake Charlevoix).   

As our team compiles more information, we plan to corre-

late river outflow with a reading from each gauge in the 

form of a rating curve. Once established, a rating curve 

can predict Boyne River outflow from a simple river height 

reading on the gauge.   

This baseline river outflow information may serve as an 

alert indicator for future water depletion as well as a tool for 

making regulatory decisions on future water use. 

The Boyne River level and flow monitoring project is a collabo-

rative effort with Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, University at 

Buffalo Dept. of Geology, USGS Michigan Water Science Cen-

ter, and Trout Unlimited. 
Mike Durbin (l) and Ed Strzelinski  collect 

river flow data on August 18 at one of five 

Boyne River sites 
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Nature Area Ravine Construction  

We are pleased that Boyne City’s construction on a storm water system near the Boyne  
River Nature Area started in mid-August. It will repair flooding problems in the east end of 
the business park and severe erosion at the nature area ravine. 

Additional retention ponds and drainage pipes will carry the overflow to a stormwater treat-
ment tank on the high ground west of the ravine. The tank will catch and remove the oils, 
sand and silts so they do not enter the river. The pipe from the tank will travel down the ra-
vine and then east away from the boardwalks. The pipe will end in cement baffles and stone 
filled retention ponds so that the water is slowed, preventing wetland erosion as it flows to 
the river.  

The construction will not harm the 
nature area and when finished, the 
ravine will be walkable with a stone 
base.  

Construction is scheduled to be fin-
ished in early September.  

 

Successful River Sweep   

FoBR volunteers paddled and walked the Boyne River on  

August 22, joining volunteers across American cleaning up  

river debris as part of National River Cleanup. Locally, volun-

teers collected trash along 100 river miles of the Boyne,  

Jordan, Maple, Bear, Pigeon and Sturgeon Rivers.  

Over 200 pounds of trash was collected on the Boyne River.  

          The river is in your hands. Help keep it clean.   

 

 

 

 

Tires, bottles, shoes, fish line, etc. 

     FoBR volunteers walked the banks and paddled the river 



Friends of the Boyne River  

PO Box 186 

Boyne City MI  49712  

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

 

   Boyne River Trivia  

     The Boyne River is 

home to many fish includ-

ing brown, brook and 

rainbow trout; Chinook, 

Atlantic and coho salmon; 

white suckers; large-

mouth, smallmouth and 

rock bass; bluegills; creek 

chub and yellow perch. 

“boyneriver.org” 
Learn about FoBR projects, activities, events, newsletters, links, 
information about the Boyne River and river wildlife, and more at 
the Friends of the Boyne River website! 

We are fortunate to have volunteers who keep the FoBR engine 
running. The website gives us the means to keep our membership 
updated and the public aware of the positive environmental work 
being done to preserve and protect the Boyne River. 


