
 1 

“The  purpose of the Friends of the Boyne River is to 

improve and conserve the  

environmental health and recreational quality of the  

Boyne River and its watershed.” 

Fall 2016  Boyne River Bulletin  

The Down Side of July 4 Water Balloons—Friends of the Boyne River showed up at Boyne City’s Old City Park on 

July 5 to clean up balloons and fragments left from the July 4
th
 river raft race and balloon fight. “We are concerned about 

the environmental impact of hundreds of water balloons on our City’s beautiful river and Lake Charlevoix,” said FoBR    

President Adam Kennedy. “We appreciate that the event draws lots of July 4 spectators and participants to our city, but 

folks forget that balloons are litter – so clean up afterwards is environmentally important.”  

Balloon fragments left from burst water balloons are difficult 

to pick up, most needing to be gathered by hand before they 

wash into the river and storm sewers. Water balloons float in 

currents at varying depths, making net capture challenging.  

“Although latex balloons are considered bio-degradable, it 

takes anywhere from 6 months to 4 years to decompose and 

they can wreak a lot of environmental havoc to marine and 

land animals before they do.” Debra Duncan, Environmental 

Nature Center (ENC), California  

Bright colors are attractive to wildlife that ingest them, and they can die when latex gets lodged in their digestive system.  

The problem was brought to the attention of the City’s Parks and Recreation Committee and the Boyne City 4th of July 
Festival Committee. There is no simple solution and ideas are welcome at boyneriverinc@gmail.com. 
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Join us for these guest speakers, 7-8:30 pm, Boyne District Library community room.   

Refreshments provided. Bring a friend. No reservation needed. 

Wed., Oct. 12  Tom Clement, Cooperative Invasive Species Management Program  

Tom Clement, Antrim Conservation District, is Coordinator of CAKE (Charlevoix, Antrim, 

Kalkaska, Emmet) Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA), part of a 

young and growing statewide coalition of organizations working to manage the threat of 

invasive plant species. Tom will tell us about this exciting new coalition and how we can 

identify and report invasives such as garlic mustard, buckthorn, hogweed and knotweed that damage foundations and 

driveways, displace native plants and reduce property values. 

Wed., Nov. 9 Jennifer McKay, Policy Director, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 

Appointed by Gov. Snyder to the Michigan Pipeline Safety Advisory Board, Jen will talk about the 

boards’ activities and objective “to ensure safety, upkeep and transparency of issues related to the 

state’s network of pipelines, and will advise state agencies on matters related to pipeline routing,    

construction, operation and maintenance.” 

Fall FoBR Membership Outing 

Sat., Sept. 10  Boyne River Nature Area pavilion  

 10 am   Mary Trout: Fall Bird Migration    

If you haven’t met Mary Trout, now is your opportunity to learn everything about birding! 

She will give an introduction to fall bird migration, then lead a short walk on the upper 

trail (.25 mile). Bring binoculars or borrow from her. She will have field guide examples. 

Mary loves birds and organizations dedicated to the environment. She’s a member of  

the Petoskey Audubon Society, Michigan Audubon Society, American Birding Associa-

tion and is involved with the new Mackinaw City Raptor Fest, among others.   

 11:30 am  Tree Dedication in Honor of Tom Sheets and Ruth Sheets  

We will dedicate two new trees near the nature area rain garden in memory of FoBR co-founder Tom Sheets and 

FoBR supporter Ruth Sheets.  

 12 pm   Lunch provided   Join us for a light lunch following the tree dedication. 

All are invited for the tree dedication, to walk the boardwalks  

down to the river, and enjoy many new plantings at the rain garden. 

Sat., Sept. 24  Fall Stream Monitoring, 9 am-Noon, Boyne River headlands locations    

Volunteers collect “water bugs” and data two times a year, May and September, and preserve them in alcohol for 

later identification. The Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council uses the data to determine the relative health of the  

river, locate specific problem areas and look at change over time. To volunteer, call FoBR member Adam Kennedy at   

231-330-2923 or contact Matt Claugherty, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, 231-347-1181, matt@watershedcouncil.org.  

Sat., Dec. 10 Save the date for our annual Christmas Party. Details will be announced in November.  

   Jen McKay 
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2016 FoBR Annual Scholarship Winners  

The FoBR’s 2016 Marie Zoberski Scholarship recipients were announced at the August 10 annual meeting.   
 
Ann Durbin received $1,000 towards studies at MSU’s Lyman Briggs College 
where she is working on a degree in biochemistry or fisheries and wildlife with     
a goal of promoting sustainable use of the Great Lakes water basin’s natural   
resources.  

Katerina Crowley, MSU’s College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, also   
received $1,000. This spring and summer she interned with the Michigan DEQ’s 
Office of the Great Lakes, and she will continue to work there this school year. 
She graduates in Spring 2017 and hopes to begin her master’s degree in Fall 
2017 with a goal of working on water policy and management issues in the Great 
Lakes region.  

Solo Canoeist Paddled Five Great Lakes  

      Ann Durbin  

Over six summers, 
Stephen Brede solo-
canoed around the 
five Great Lakes. He 
took time to share his 
adventures with the 
FoBR in June.   
 
In a Kruger canoe 
named for the 
designer and builder 
who paddled 100,000 
miles through the 
Americas and the 
Great Lakes, Steve 
paddled all the Great 
Lakes beginning with 
Lake Huron in 2009 
(three months) 
followed by Lake 
Michigan 2010, Lake Ontario 2012, Lake Erie 2013, 
Lake Superior south shore 2014 and north shore 
2015.   
 
His story and beautiful photographs were featured in 
Traverse, Northern Michigan’s Magazine, June 2016.  

In July, FoBR members Candy Green and Suzie Dickow 
taught two children’s art classes at the Boyne River Nature 
Area with a focus on nature. This group made paper insect 
and animal kites.  

 

                Stephen Brede               Candy Greene (L) and Suzie Dickow (R back) 

                                                                  2016 Boyne River Sweep  

 

Our August 20 Boyne River sweep was 
basically rained out. In spite of the weather, 
volunteer Hugh Conklin picked up debris at 
stream crossings and canoe team Al Sturza 
and Adam Kennedy picked up trash and a 
metal structure from the river.  

 

 Al Sturza (R) and Adam Kennedy       Flip-flop lost and found 

     Kat Crowley  

Children’s Nature Art Classes 
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Moments from the August 20 Annual Membership Meeting & Potluck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chitra Contrucci is co-winner of the  
Founders Award for  volunteer services 
hosting membership events.  

The 2016 Annual Accomplishments Report is on our  

website boyneriver.org. 

Forty people came out for fried chicken, friends and fun.  

Nancy Cunningham (L) and Marie Sheets presented Mark and Chitra Contrucci with 
the annual Founders Award for many volunteer services to the FoBR,  including Mark’s 
landscaping work on Old City Park’s riverbank and the Boyne River Nature Area.  

Suzie Dickow collects ballots. Congratulations to incumbents Candy 
Green, Mark Contrucci, Jerry Swift & Mike Durbin who were reelected 
to the FoBR Board.   

Tess Mitchell (L) won the Boyne River Adventures  river trip for two. 
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Adam’s Boyne River Kayaking Journal:  08/21/16  

Michael Ryan called at 4:30 pm and on the spur of the moment, we headed out to a full 

river. Rain made the water high and fast. As we drove down Dam Road to the river put it, 

a doe crossed the road, looking around and twitching her tail. She was followed by not 

one, not two, but three fawns! The river was about a foot higher than yesterday. For the 

Boyne, it was running fast, high and furious. We cruised right along all the way to Lake 

Charlevoix. Beautiful evening.  

08/29/16  Michael and I paddled this beautiful even-

ing. Four Sandhill cranes stood on a small island just 

before the Mill Pond. A green heron gave us a great show from a tree top as 

we paddled under it. We also saw a muskrat and a great blue heron. No one 

else on the river.  

Additional monthly journal entries at www.boyneriver.org 

 

 

The Boyne River Bulletin is produced each winter, spring and fall.  

Sheri Rhoads, Editor  

Email comments and suggestions to boyneriverinc@gmail.com  

 

    The Down Side of July 4 Water Balloons . . . continued from page 1 

“For years, biologists have documented the negative impacts of latex balloons on marine wildlife. More                      
recently, researchers have seen devastating evidence of what they can do to terrestrial wildlife as well.”  

Rebecca Barboza, Outdoor California 2010 (Floating Menace) 

 

“Natural latex is biodegradable and environmentally safe, but, according to Rubber Technology, it is treated   
with ammonia and with tetramethyl thiuram disulfide plus zinc oxide as a preservative against bacterial           

decomposition. Balloons are usually made with a small amount of plasticizer added. They hardly classify          
as natural after all that. In fact, sewage treatment plant operators report that latex is one of several                

problem materials that are not affected by the biological treatment system.”      
 

Peter C. Hibbard, New York Times 1990  

 

“Wars are fought over oil, diamonds, water, gold, religion, pride, food . . . and balloons! Because for the         
past few years there has been a war of words, between the multimillion dollar balloon industry and                         
environmentalists. Despite balloonaholics bombarding anybody who will listen with rather suspect                   
evidence to the contrary, the facts  suggest that balloons released into the environment really do                    

pose a serious threat to wildlife—and any threat to wildlife today is a threat we could well do without,               
especially when it comes from something as utterly pointless as a balloon release.”  

 
Steve Polkinghome, Wildlife Extra, as quoted by Environmental Nature Center (encenter.org), California  

 

      Fawn (Internet photo) 

   Sandhill Crane (photo birdsofessex.com) 



Friends of the Boyne River  

PO Box 186 

Boyne City MI  49712  

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

 

                Boyne River Trivia  
 
The giant, prehistoric, 
armor-plated, pollution
-sensitive, herbivorous 
stonefly has been 
found at all four sites 
monitored on the 
Boyne. Trout surface feed on these insects.  
 
Juveniles in the water are incredibly sensitive to 
unclean waters, and their presence or lack 
thereof is an indicator of water cleanliness.  
 
 

 

“boyneriver.org” 
Learn about FoBR projects, activities, events, newsletters, 
links, information about the Boyne River and river wildlife, 
and more at the Friends of the Boyne River website. 

We are fortunate to have volunteers who keep the FoBR 
engine running. The website gives us the means to keep 
our membership updated and the public aware of the posi-
tive environmental work being done to preserve and protect 
the Boyne  River.  

A Boyne River visitor, the Great Blue Heron 


