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                                               Nancy Cunningham Receives Chamber Award  

                                                                                                                          

 Nancy Cunningham, Friends of the Boyne River Board of Directors, was 

presented with the Boyne Area Chamber of Commerce’s annual Volunteer 

of the Year Award!  A crowd of 325 people attended the Boyne Area Cham-

ber annual meeting at Boyne Mountain on January 22, 2015.  

 Executive Director Jim Baumann, Chamber of Commerce, noted that 

Nancy’s “patient determination over several years on behalf of the Friends 

of the Boyne River has given us the new Boyne River Nature Area, which 

can be accessed from Lexamar Drive in the Boyne City Industrial Park. 

Nancy found grant funds to construct a beautiful hiking trail, complete with 

boardwalks and an erosion-prevention rain garden.”  

 Nancy thanked the Chamber for the award and recognized the many volunteers and funding 

sources involved in the nature area project that opened this past fall.  

 FoBR President Adam Kennedy said, “We are proud of Nancy and her drive to get the nature area 

built. It’s a beautiful addition to the Boyne community and we encourage everyone to visit.”  

Thanks to Erika Blackwell of Center of Attention Photography  

“The  purpose of the Friends of the Boyne River is to 

improve and conserve the  

environmental health and recreational quality of the  

Boyne River and its watershed.” 

February 2015 News Bulletin  

We ’ve lined up some exciting speakers for the monthly membership meetings held 2nd Wednesdays 

in the Boyne District Library downstairs community room. There is no charge. Come early for refresh-

ments and bring a friend. No reservation needed.  

 

March 11: Melissa Hansen, Little Traverse Conservancy, will tell us about the July Summer of 

Nature Discovery Programs to be held weekly at our new Boyne River Nature Area for children 6-11.  

April 8:      Heather Hettinger, Fisheries Management Biologist for the Michigan DNR. She will 

talk about the  DNR’s 2012 Boyne River survey  including the reasons the DNR does such surveys, 

what the data from the surveys can tell us about Michigan rivers, and the history of DNR management 

of the Boyne River.  So if you have any questions, here is your chance to ask the expert. 

Upcoming FoBR Events 



New Boyne River Nature Area Open!  

   On November 10, the new nature area was formally opened with a ribbon 

cutting ceremony.  Constructed by the FoBR to share the beauty of the river 

and woods, to provide access to the river and to educate the public about the 

environmental importance of wetlands to our rivers, the nature area is possible 

with financial support from Charlevoix County Community Foundation, Frey 

Foundation, Oleson Foundation, Great Lakes Energy People Fund, a private 

donor, and City of Boyne City   

   Located at the back of Boyne City’s Business Park, trail signs, a small parking area and a bike rack 

welcome visitors. Just off the parking lot is a rain garden filled with native plants and a roofed education 

area with picnic tables. A path leads down a ravine and into the heavily wooded wetland area. The 

pathway continues along the base of the hillside and in three places along the pathway, there are stairs 

down to boardwalks that cross the wetlands and end at a decks beside the river. Visitors can sit here to 

enjoy the river view.  

   To get to the BRNA, enter the east entrance of the Business Park off M-75 at Moll Drive. Follow Moll Drive 

about one block where it ends at LexaMar Drive. To the right on LexaMar Dr. is the Boyne River Nature Area 

sign.  

 

 

 

 

    

 
May 13:  Dr. Elizabeth Del Buono from the Northern Michigan Branch of the Citizens Climate Lobby in 

Traverse City. She will talk about climate change and creating a free market shift from fossil fuels to renewable 

energy sources through a revenue-neutral fee on carbon-based fuels.   

June:        Watch the FoBR website for an outdoor adventure date (boyneriver.org) 

July:    No general membership meeting 

It’s official! The  Boyne River Nature Area is open!  

More photos on the website  

Photo courtesy of Gary 

Osterbeck 



    
                            Water Quality Monitoring  
 
 FoBR volunteers monitor the water quality of the Boyne River 
two times a year, once each during May and September.  Teams 
take river measurements and collect water insects for analysis.  
 
   Prior to outdoor field data collection volunteers receive  
specialized training by Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council staff.  
 
    Interested in volunteering? Contact the Tip of the Mitt Watershed 
Council about training (231-347-1181 Petoskey) or email  
boyneriverinc@gmail.com. A team member will call with details. 
 
    May 9Training ~ May 16 River Monitoring (weather permitting) 
                                     
               

    
         Boyne River Level and Flow Monitoring 

 
    In May, 2014, FoBR installed five Crowd Hydrology water level monitoring gauges on the river.  By using the “crowd 
sourcing ” concept, we gather information on Boyne River water levels from anyone willing to send a text message from 
the stream gauges that are in place. 
 

   Now, in addition to river water levels, the 
river monitoring team started collecting river 
flow data (e.g. cubic feet of water per second 

flowing toward Lake Charlevoix).   

   As we compile more information, our goal is to 
correlate river flow with a river level reading from 
the gauges.  When a relationship between the 
river level and river flow is established in the form 
of a rating curve, we should be able to predict 
Boyne River outflow from a simple gauge read-
ing. The preliminary data will be a baseline for 
any future river outflow changes.  

 The Boyne River level and flow monitoring 
project is a collaborative effort with Tip of the Mitt 
Watershed Council, University of Buffalo Dept. of 
Geology, USGS Michigan Water Science Center, 
and Trout Unlimited.  

    Would you like to join the flow  

monitoring team?  

Email boyneriverinc@gamail.com.  

A team member will contact you.  

 

Jerry Swift, Mike Durbin, Ed  Strzelinski  & Steve Sawyer  receive flow 

equipment training from  Kristin Thomas, Trout Unlimited. 

Brian Kozminski & Tom Terry  

capture  water insects 
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 February 11 Guest Speaker: Jennifer McKay, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council Poli-

cy Specialist, told us about plastic micro beads and coal-tar sealant PAHs that find their 

way into our water.  

 Microbeads of plastic, used in hundreds of 

cosmetic and personal care products such as 

soaps and toothpaste, are finding their way into the 

Great Lakes waterways. Their small size and buoy-

ancy allow them to slip through water treatment 

systems. They look like food and are consumed by 

fish and birds. The microbeads are not biodegrada-

ble and act was magnets for other contaminants 

such as arsenic and DDT. So not only are they tox-

ic to wildlife, they are toxic to humans who con-

sume wildlife around the Great Lakes region.  

 What can we do about it? Avoid products with 

polyethylene and polypropylene on labels and choose products with alternatives like 

ground almonds, sea salt, pumice and oatmeal. 

Unwanted personal care products can be dropped 

off at local POD drop off locations including one at 

Boyne City Hall. For additional sites:  

www.pillsinthepod.com.  

 The Watershed Council website has detailed  

information: www.watershedcouncil.org/learn/

microbeads-in-the-great-lakes.  

 Jennifer also said that studies have identified coal-tar-base sealcoat—a product used to 

maintain and protect driveway and parking lot pavement—as a major source of polycyclic aro-

matic hydrocarbon (PAH) contamination in streams and lakes 

adjacent to where it is used.  

 Before sealcoating the driveway, consider the impact of coal-

tar sealcoating may have on water quality and human health. 

Details on PAHs and alternatives are found at 

www.watershedcouncil.org/learn/coal-tar-sealant-and-pah-

contamination.  

 

Nancy Cunningham, Jennifer McKay and 

Adam Kennedy with microbead products  

 

Photo credit Justin McInnis, US 

Geological Survey  
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Friends of the Boyne River  

2015 Membership 

           Individual $15     Family $25     Business $50      Bronze $50 Silver $100  Life $500 

 

 Please return this form with your membership.  

  Member Name: _________________________________________________________ 

   

               Business Name, if applicable: _______________________________________________ 

  Mailing address: ________________________________________________________ 

                                    City     State     Zip 

  Phone: ____________________________ Email: ______________________________  

 

Make checks payable to Friends of the Boyne River, a 501(C)3 non-profit organization.  

Mail to FoBR, PO Box 186, Boyne City MI  49712 

 

 Thank you for your support!  

 Candy Green, Membership Chair 

 boyneriverinc@gmail.com 

 

============================================= =================================== 

    

 Thank you for renewing your annual membership to the FoBR! 

You are providing needed financial and volunteer support to keep our 

organization healthy for the benefit of the beautiful Boyne River. The 

FoBR has no paid staff and is a 501c3 non-profit organization.  

   For those who haven’t renewed yet, please use this form. If you 

have renewed, THANK YOU. Please use the form to invite a friend to 

join. It is also available  on the FoBR website. 
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Adam’s River Kayaking Journal: January 17, 2015 (12-1:30 pm) 

 32-34 degrees. Slight wind. Sun came out as Michael Ryan and I started down the river. We put 

in after walking past a major obstacle of fallen trees just off Dam Rd. 

The trip had a couple tight places but no portages. Cedar trees 

weighted down with snow leaned over the river, but we were able to 

scoot under them. Not much wildlife activity although Michael spotted a 

muskrat swimming under the water.  

 Eventually river bank ice grew further out to the center of the river 

and became solid ice near Russ Yardley’s place. Sprawled on the river 

ice here we found a swan, frozen stiff. It was slumped forward, neck extended, wings out on either 

side as if crawling. It was heartrending. We proceeded on our voyage by ramming then shuffling 

over the ice to the south side. Stealthily we pushed and dragged or boats to the river’s edge, out of 

cracking ice danger. We stowed our spray skirts and PFD’s in the boats, secured snow shoes on 

our feet and ropes to the kayaks, and proceeded to drag them out of the woods. Deep snow and 

tag alders made for a difficult trek but eventually the trees thinned so it was easier to walk 20—25 

minutes to our car near Coon’s Bridge.  

Adam Kennedy’s river journal entries are on the FoBR website.  

 “Survey Says”: The board is assessing results of the recent survey to determine how 

best to communicate with our membership.  While 50% want to receive this newsletter by mail, the 

other 50% would like it by email. A small percent of members do not have computers. Twenty-five 

percent will read it on the website, but another 25% only occasionally visit the website. Most prefer 

to receive current activities notices my email.  

 

Map of the Boyne River Area  

 

Courtesy of the Tip of the Mitt Water-

shed Council  
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2014 Holiday Party  

Thank you to FoBR member Suzie Dickow for hosting another wonderful FoBR Christmas party at 

her home. If you weren’t there, be sure to join us next time. More photos on our website. 

                 Host Suzie Dickow  



Friends of the Boyne River  

PO Box 186 

Boyne City MI  49712  

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

 

   Boyne River Trivia  

   The watershed of the 

Boyne River is about 63 

square miles, bordered by 

the Bear River to the north, 

the Sturgeon to the east, 

the AuSable and Manistee 

to the south, and Jordan to 

the west southwest. 

boyneriver.org 

Learn about FoBR projects, activities, events, newsletters, links, 
information about the Boyne River and river wildlife, and more at 

the Friends of the Boyne River website! 

We are fortunate to have volunteers who keep the FoBR engine 
running. The website gives us the means to keep our membership 
updated and the public aware of the positive environmental work 

being done to preserve and protect the Boyne River. 


